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Mae. 24,1862.] COUNTRY W. OF CANTON.- CHINESE EXPEDITION. 85 

Ceylon, by Mr. Arrowsmith ; Dolben's Map of the Kiver Volta ; 
Admiralty and Ordnance Maps, &c., &c. 

Exhibitions. — Several Views on the Yang-tse-kiang, by Dr. 
Barton; and numerous Chinese Sketches by Lieutenant Oliver, e.a., 
were exhibited. 

The Papers read were — 

1. Notes on the Country to the West of Canton. By Lieutenant 

Oliver, r.a. 
Lieutenant Oliver joined a party who ascended the Canton Eiver 
for 93 miles. His description of the journey is contained in a 
collection of private family letters, illustrated with numerous pen- 
and-ink etchings. Several of his larger drawings in outline were 
also exhibited to the Society. His short voyage is chiefly interesting 
in showing the respect with which foreigners are now treated in 
China, as compared with the comparatively recent insolence of the 
Canton mob. His furthest point was Shin-king, a town in whose 
immediate neighbourhood lie the Ten-foo mountains, famous in 
Chinese literature for their beauty. The travellers visited them, 
and were delighted with the varied foliage of the woods that 
clothed them, and with the ornate character of their general 
scenery. 

They visited a Buddhist monastery and a large stalactite cave, 
and had interviews with different officials, and finally returned to 
Canton, after eight days' absence on a very agreeable expedition. 



2. On the Exploring Expedition to the Western Borders of China, and the 
Upper Waters of the Yang-tse-kiang. By Dr. A. Barton, f.r.g.s. 

An account of this journey, written from China by Lieut.- 
Colonel Sarel, was read before the Society on November 11th, and 
will be found reported in abstract, at p. 2 of the present volume of 
the Proceedings. Since then, Dr. Barton and Captain Blakiston, 
members of the same joint expedition, have returned to England ; 
and a second paper, by Dr. Barton, was submitted to the Society, 
accompanied by his own sketches, and by Captain Blakiston's 
elaborate survey of nine hundred miles of the river. It relates to a 
country that cannot be described as previously unknown, because 
the Jesuits had mapped it in the olden times before the persecu- 
tion, and Catholic missionaries have continued to penetrate the 
country in native disguise ; but nothing approaching to a scientific 
or even a satisfactory description of the upper waters of the Yang- 
tse-kiang existed previously to the present time. 



